RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

November 13, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL: Bill Barnhart, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Ginger Mello, David Merritt, Georgia Morgan, Greg Salas (late) and Walter Stewart

OTHERS PRESENT:  Elinor Wells

MINUTES - MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the minutes as read, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) -   Dave Merritt reported on the lawsuit brought by Retired Employees Association of Orange County against the County of Orange.  Dave stated it would be very interesting to watch and felt it would be a very good lawsuit.  This lawsuit was brought because the County of Orange carved the retirees from the active employees pool for health benefits.  If the retirees win this lawsuit, Orange County will be paying a lot of money.  The damages will accrue after November 30, 2007 because of the open enrollment which has been cancelled.
HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of October there were 33 volunteers who worked 99 hours and assisted 1,114 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since the opening of the County Administration Building in 1992 through October 2007 the volunteers assisted 253,856 visitors.
MONTHLY PROGRAM – President Jeanne Berkshire announced that Sandy Morris from the Crime Prevention Division of the Bakersfield Police Department would be our speaker today.  Sandy was to speak on Senior Safety, Safety in the Community and Identity Theft. 

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett announced December 15th is the deadline for articles to be in the next TREND.  Norm Briggs will be writing his first article as he is replacing John DeMario on the Retirement Board.

KCERA – Josiah Vencel reported that the second tier for General Members does have an impact if you retire prior to October 27, 2007 and then go back to work permanently or if you retire after October 27, 2007.  If you retire after October 27, 2007 your retirement will accrue at a lower rate than it did before.

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) CONFERENCE COMMITTEE UPDATE – Ginger Mello reported the committee is working on getting all the speakers lined up.  Mary Lou Bennett reported that there is $3,235 in the Conference Bank Account at this time.  Mary Lou stated that it is possible that we will receive an additional $4,000 if the promised donations are received.  

TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of October 2007.  MOTION by Georgia Morgan to approve the Treasurer’s Report as read, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the Claims Report, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.
COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 4 County Newsletters, 1 Letter of the Law Superior Court of California, County of Kern, 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center request, 1 Hoffman Hospice, 1 addition to the e-mail list, 1 Fortress Statement, 1 USPO statement on Mailing, 1 returned TREND, 1 bank statement, 1 change of address, 1 Hewlett-Packard Company catalog and 2 Heifer International Catalogs.

OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATION OF KERN (CCEOK) 

Secretary Ginger Mello stated that she has had a slight problem coordinating the meeting date with the next group to host the meeting.    The meeting will now be taking place in December.    

WEB PAGE – Norm Briggs was not in attendance but Mary Lou Bennett did announce that the fee for the web page is paid up to date.

PAC UPDATE – No Report

REPORT ON NEW HEALTH BENEFIT PLAN RATES FOR 2008 – It was announced that the County didn’t carve the retirees under 65 out of the active employees pool.  The County didn’t, in fact, split the pool but when they put a risk factor on the retirees it caused their premiums to increase and the active employees’ premiums didn’t increase as much.

NORRIS ROAD VETERANS HALL – Secretary Ginger Mello stated that she still has not received a contract from the Parks Department but was assured that we do have Norris Road for all 12 months and we can announce at the meeting today that beginning in January we will be meeting there.

NEW BUSINESS:
NOMINATING COMMITTEE – BALLOTS ARE READY – It was announced that Secretary Ginger Mello has the ballots ready.  There was a discussion on who is allowed to vote and the difference between a member and a non-member.  It was decided to announce that only members can vote.  President Jeanne Berkshire announced that those counting the votes would be Helen Dodd, Lois Maujer and Josie DeLaTorre.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Mary Lou Bennett reported that she needs to make new luncheon tickets with the change of address for Doris Smith and would like to take them to Kinko’s.  MOTION by Georgia Morgan for Mary Lou Bennett to take a sheet of luncheon tickets to Kinko’s and request they make 1,000 tickets preferably in different pastel colors to take us through June 2008, seconded by Bill Barnhart and CARRIED.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:40 a.m.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary
